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Annual Holiday Party
December 20, 2017, 5:00 pm

Hors d’oeuvres • Cash Bar • Dinner 

Century House 997 Loudon Road
Latham, New York 12110

Member and a guest are free with pre-registration.
$10.00 per person at the door.

Non-member cost $15.00.

Please RSVP by Monday, December 18th

Register on-line at www.hmpga.org
call or email Marie Cole at (518) 724-7254

marie.cole@obg.com

http://www.hmpga.wildapricot.org/
mailto:marie.cole@obg.com


O f f i c e r s

President
Kevin Phelan
(518) 348-6995
kphelan@alphageoscience.com

Vice President
Josh Gowan
(518) 348-6995
jgowan@alphageoscience.com

Treasurer
Scott Hulseapple
(518) 348-6995
shulseapple@alphageoscience.com

Secretary
Luanne Whitbeck
(518) 475- 1008
luanne.whitbeck@gmail.com

Past President 
Frank Williams
(518) 560-5912
Fwilliams@Brwncald.com

B O A r d  M e M B e r s

Jesse Vollick
(518) 724-7265
Jesse.vollick@obg.com

Joe Osso
(518) 452-7826
Joseph.osso@arcadis-us.com

Brian Taylor
(518) 560-5907
BFTaylor@BrwnCald.com

Bill Kotas
(518) 377-9841
william.kotas@psiusa.com

Curtis Cappellano
(518) 330-7732
curtis@angstromenvironmental.com
Joe Spaulding
jspaulding@epsofvermont.com
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Dear Hudson Mohawk Geologists, 

This month’s HMPGA gathering will be our Annual Holiday Party, to 
be held this Wednesday, December 20th at the Century House.  
Beginning at 5pm, following your Board of Director’s Meeting, come 
and enjoy plenty of food, and a cash bar.  This year, we’re trying 
something a little different, with both Hor D’oeurves, and a buffet 
dinner provided.  I hope to see you there.

Thanks to our November speaker, John Nadeau, Legislative Chair 
for the NYSCPG, who gave an update on the State of Professional 
Geology in New York.  The post-mark deadline for submitting 
applications for a grandfathered New York State license to practice 
professional geology passed on November 21st.  The next looming 
deadline is March 1st, when corporations practicing geology are 
required to have re-incorporated from business or general 
corporations into professional corporations.  

You will hear more in the coming weeks about HMPGA’s May 16th

meeting of 2018.  This event, co-sponsored with NYSCPG, will be 
a short symposium on New York State’s environmental regulations, 
featuring several senior NYSDEC managers discussing the 
constantly changing regulatory environment.  Hopefully, when the 
call goes out for volunteers to support this activity, you will respond 
with your time and energy.  

Happy New Year,

~ Kevin

December 2017
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H M P G A  P r O G r A M  d i r e c t O r s
Being active in HMPGA is a fully volunteer activity that often demands a great deal of attention.

The following members chair this year’s committees and we thank them:

Communications/Educational Outreach Joe Osso Joseph.Osso@arcadis.com

Membership/Newsletter Josh Gowan jgowan@alphageoscience.com

Program Jesse Vollick Jesse.vollick@obg.com

Webmaster Scott Hulseapple shulseapple@alphageoscience.com

December 2017
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Ads in the HMPGA Newsletter 
range from $100-$200 annually. For 
more information contact Joshua 
Gowan, P.G., Alpha Geoscience, 
jgowan@alphageoscience.com

M r .  P h e l a n ’ s

D E C E M B E R
G E O - C R Y P T O C I P H E R
CLUE:  U = M  each letter of the expression is substituted by another letter.

N O V E M B E R ’ S  S O L U T I O N
G E O - C R Y P T O C I P H E R

.PHRENETIC  PHELAN  SAID “ PHOOEY!  THIS  PHONY  PHENOLPHTALEIN  DOESN’T 
TELL  ME  THE  PH OF  PHOSPHATES,   PHTHALATES,  OR  PHLOGISTON!”

THDOV   IML   MO   XOBBOV   WMO   WGOOH   RS   T   ATGQOB   CS   

JTGCRYH   VCGOQWCRSH,   WMO    BYUFOGPTQD   HTCV   WMTW   ITH

SRWMCSZ   YSYHYTB.      MO   ITH   TCUCSZ  XRG   T    BRZSRGUTB  

VCHWGCFYWCRS.

December 2017
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M i n e r A l  O f  t H e  M O n t H

Strontianite

Strontianite (strontium carbonate) is mainly found as a low temperature mineral in limestone. 
May be fluorescent blue under ultraviolet light and even thermoluminescent. 

System: Orthorhombic • Appearance: Needle-like crystals 
generally in bundles or sheaves, colorless or white. Can be 
found as pink, gray or green. Microgranular, compact or 
fibrous masses. • Localities: Worldwide • Chemical 
Composition: SrCO3 • Hardness: 3.5-4.0 

Named in 1791 by Friedrich Gabriel Sulzer after its 
discovery in Strontian, Scotland. Used in making fireworks 
(burns a purple/red flame), sugar industry and for special 
types of glass.

December 2017
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Geologists disprove theory about what stopped the 
formation of the Midcontinent Rift
December 8, 2017

Geologists have corrected a mix-up that made an 
ancient geological structure in the central U.S. 
seem hundreds of miles shorter than it really is. 
The Midcontinent Rift, which started but failed to 
split North America in two pieces 1.1 billion years 
ago, is the biggest failed rift ever discovered.

Read more at: https://phys.org/news/2017-12-
geologists-theory-formation-midcontinent-
rift.html#jCp

December 2017
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c O r P O r A t e  M e M B e r  c O n t A c t s
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8

AECOM Walter Howard 518.951.2200 
Alpha Analytical Pat Filey 716.392.3932
Alpha Geoscience Scott Hulseapple 518.348.6995
Aztech Environmental Technologies Mary Passaretti 518.885.5383
Bond, Schoeneck & King Kevin Bernstein 315.218.8329 
Brown & Caldwell Frank Williams 518.560.5912
Callanan Industries, Inc. Peter Zeh 518.374.2222
Cascade Matt Ednie 518.355.2201
Cobleskill Stone Products Michael Moore 518.234.0221
Continental Placer Bill Miller 518.458.9203 
Geosyntec Eric Lovenduski 518.785.0800 
Geotech Environmental Equipment, Inc. Peter Murray 802.651.3050
Griggs – Lang Consulting Geologists Jeff Lang 518.270.5920
H2H Associates Richard Hisert 518.270.1620
Hager – Richter Geoscience, Inc. Dorothy Richter 603.893.9944
Hanson VanVleet, LLC Kirby VanVleet 518.371.7940
HDR, Inc. Michael Lehtinen 518.937.9500
Hydrogeologic, Inc Eric Evans 518.877.0309
Intertek-PSI Bill Kotas 518.377.9841
Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc. Frank Getchell 201.818.0700
Parratt Wolff, Inc. Danylo Kulczycky “DK” 800.782.7260
PVE Sheffler Chris Brown 845.454.2544
Regenesis Maureen Dooley 781.245.1320
SJB Jim Vincent 518.899.7491 
Sterling Environmental Engineering, P.C. Mark Williams 518.456.4900
Summit Drilling Company, Inc. James Stair 518.694.6447

As of  10/16/2017



Eastern New York (ENY) Chapter of the Air & Waste Management Association (MASS-A&WMA). They
encompass the greater Capital District and Hudson Valley region of eastern New York State. A
professional non-for‐profit association of engineers and scientists working in the environmental field, with
a particular focus on issues related to air and waste. www.awmanenychapter.org

The Geological Society of America (GSA) strives to be a leader in advancing the geosciences, while
enhancing the professional growth of its members, and promoting the geosciences in the service of
humankind. www.geosociety.org

The New York State Museum is a major research and educational institution. It is dedicated to promoting
inquiry and advancing knowledge in the fields of geology, biology, anthropology, and history, through the
investigation of material evidence germane to New York State's past, present and future.
www.nysm.nysed.gov

New York State Council of Professional Geologists (NYSCPG) strives to strengthen and advance the
geologic sciences as a profession, promote the protection of public health and welfare and the
environment through the professional practice of geologic sciences, and create high standards of ethical
conduct among its members and within the profession of geology, as well as the legal standing of
geologists and their ability to practice geology in New York State by promoting the licensing of geologists
in New York State through statutory regulation. www.nyscpg.org

http://www.geosociety.org/


The Capital District Environmental Breakfast Club is an informal group of environmental professionals
that meets monthly to discuss current environmental issues. Each meeting features a speaker on a topic
of interest, a regulatory update, and an open forum. Meetings are held on the first Friday of each month
except July and August. The Environmental Breakfast Club meets at the Holiday Inn Turf on Wolf Road
in Colonie, New York. Meetings start at 7:30 am. The cost is $15 per person, which includes a full
breakfast buffet. www.youngsommer.com

Buffalo Association of Professional Geologists (BAPG) conducts regular membership meetings on the
third Wednesday of the month, January through June and September through November. Meetings
feature distinguished speakers and interesting topics. Field trips and technical seminars sponsored by
the BAPG encourage the exchange of scholarship and expertise. www.bapg.org

Central NY Association of Professional Geologists (CNYAPG) conducts regular meetings on the second
Thursday of each month, unless otherwise posted, from September to May. Meetings feature dinner and
distinguished speakers whose presentations invite comment and discussion. www.cnyapg.org

Long Island Association of Professional Geologists (LIAPG) is a not-for-profit professional organization
dedicated to the professional and business needs of geologists located in the Long Island / Metro New
York area. www.lipg.org



HMPGA
P.O. Box 5506
Albany, NY 12205-0506
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